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reject a King whom England should receive. Now if in defending myself from this accusation I should freely confess, that I " went too far," that " the expression was very indiscreet, although occasioned by my zeal for His present Majesty and his Protestant line in the House of Hanover,'1 that " I shall be careful never to offend again in the like kind." And that "I hope this free acknowledgment and sorrow for my error, will be some atonement and a little soften the hearts of my powerful adversaries." I say if I should offer such a defence as this, I do not doubt but some people would wrest it to an ill meaning by some spiteful interpretation, and therefore since I cannot think of any other answer, which that paragraph can admit, I will leave it to the mercy of every candid reader.
I will now venture to tell your lordship a secret, wherein I fear you are too deeply concerned. You will therefore please to know that this habit of writing and discoursing, wherein I unfortunately differ from almost the whole kingdom, and am apt to grate the ears of more than I could wish, was acquired during my apprenticeship in London, and a long residence there after I had set up for myself. Upon my return and settlement here, I thought I had only changed one country of freedom for another. I had been long conversing with the writings of your lordship/ Mr. Locke, Mr. Molineaux,2 Colonel Sidney3 and other dangerous authors,
1   See note ante, p. 161.    [T. S.]
2  William Molyneux (1656-1698), the correspondent of John Flam-steed and Locke.    His 6t Dioptrica Nova " contains a warm appreciation of Locke's " Essay on the Human Understanding."    He died in October,  1698, but in the early part of this year, he published his famous inquiry into the effect of English legislation on Irish manufactures.    The work was entitled, " The Case of Ireland's being bound by Acts of Pailiament in England stated," and its publication made a great stir both in England and in Ireland.    Molyneux attempted to show that the Irish Parliament was independent of the English Parliament.    His book was reported by a  Committee of the  House of Commons, on June 22nd, 1698, to be "of dangerous consequence to the Crown and Parliament of England ;"   but the matter went no further than embodying this resolution of the committee m an address to the King.    [T. S.]
* Algernon Sidney (1622-1682), the author of the well-known *( Discourses concerning Government," and the famous republican of the Cromwell ian and Restoration years, was the second surviving son of the second Eail of Leicestei. His career as soldier, statesman.